UNITED SUITES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Pat nt and Trademark Offic 



NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND ISSUE FEE DUE 



APPUCATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



TOTAL CLAIMS 



EXAMINER AND GROUP ART UNIT 



DATE MAILED 



Rrst Named 
Applicant 



TITLE OF 
INVENTION 



ATTYS DOCKET NO. 



CLASS-SUBCLASS 



BATCH NO. 



APPLN. TYPE 



SMALL ENTITY 



FEE DUE 



DATE DUE 



THE APPUCATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED, 

THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS 
APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED, THIS STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED, 

HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above, 
If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your 
current SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B, If the status is the sam6, pay the FEE DUE shown 
abov . 

payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above. 

II. Part B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your 
ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by charge to deposit account, Part B Issue Fee Transmittal 
should be completed and retumed. If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part 
B-lssue Fe Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must giv application number and batch number. 
Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 

maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment f maintenance 
fees when due. 

PTOL-85 (REV. 10^) Approved for use through 06/30/99. (0651-0033) 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 

B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 



Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 
09/134,801 


AppliGant(s) 

Racz 


Examiner 

Sharon Kennedy 


Group Art Unit 
3763 






1 


III 





All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed In due course. 



IXI This communication is responsive to Amendments filed 1 1-26-99 and 2-2-00 . 

(XI The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-8, 10-12, and 14-19 . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certlfied copies not received: . 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1. Claims 2-8, 10-12, 14-19 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the prior art 
discloses or suggests the lock washer having collapsible webs disposed between adjacent ones of 
tube engagement flanges having a central tip, the flanges defining a tube receptacle. The closest 
prior art is the patent to Hrysko, U.S. 4,799,845, however, the Hrysko vanes 3, even if 
interpreted to be the claimed flanges, do not reasonably have central tips as claimed and do not 
together form a tube receptacle since Hrysko requires outer tubular post 4 and the inner strut 
structure. It would not be obvious to eliminate these structures from Hrysko since the reference 
would be destroyed. Also, Hrysko states nothing about whether surface 2 can be a collapsible 
web. Further, the Hrysko washer cannot perform the claimed functional limitations. In regard to 
the remaining prior art, while closer in function, none of the other prior art discloses or suggests a 
web between the flanges. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Sharon Kennedy whose telephone number is (703) 305-0154. 



Sharon Kennedy 




February 2, 2000 



